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October 13, 2010 Meeting

In Attendance:  Amy Sieben, Barb Lagatutta, Mary Sue Barrett, Eric Michaels, Karen Michaels, Kim Cavitt, Jeff Meir, Allison Kritikos, Karen Pulver, Meher Owens, Miriam Disman, Suzy Persons, Mary Catherine Marco, Stephanie Taiber, 
Melissa Patterson, Chrysa Moster, Chris Norton, Debi Lilly Springer, Jill Webb, 
Joann Ori, Roger Wilen, Lourdes Lozano, Kristin Pillsbury, Natalie Sheedy
Susan Ford, Harmeen Ahuja, Lauri Schwegel, Agnes Hong, Laura Durudogan, Lisa Moro, Jodi Hoare, Melissa Rotunno, Heather Cannon, Cathy DeMille, Amy Melnicsak, Molly Vandermeid, Marcela O’Shaughnessy, Christin Nielson, Beth Ruark, Amy Halbruck,  Linda Feaman

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

Welcome and Introduction – Laura Durudogan

Teacher Feature – Trish Davlantes
· In the process of automating the library, we are a card catalog system
· 10,000 volumes in the school and 3,500 are scanned
· Help is needed to add bar codes to all books in the library.  No need to call ahead, just show up.  Bar codes must be on the books before they can be scanned.
· Once complete (expected in January), all parents and students will be able to search library database from home
· Children’s magazines are still needed
· Trish has a literary focus and is working to support the teachers efforts such as Shakespeare for third graders and the study of continents and maps for the second grade.

Sustainability – Roger Wilen
· Idea is to begin discussions of partnering with corporate entities to complement all of the fundraising that is done at Hawthorne.  Need to present a unifying them and not simply ask for funds.  Roger with Laura Durudogan and Principal Anna Alvarado have identified 3 areas to focus on:
· Technology- talk about the need for resources and have the corporate client’s name associated with a great project.  
· Arts Partnership – currently spend $30,000 on this initiative.  Identify corporate sponsor to cover this cost
· Healthy Choices – includes food, exercise and medical care.  Let prospective corporate sponsors know we want to make healthy choices for our students and families.  Can you help us fund this initiative.  On Anna’s wish list are a fitness center and salad bar.
· Need parents to be involved – writing the literature to tell our story to corporate prospects.  Grant writing experience is not necessary.  Contacts @ corporations are also needed.  Why Hawthorne?  To focus on a winning school. Contact Roger Wilen (rwilen@sidley.com) or Laura Durudogan (laurahd@msn.com) to get involved.


Arts Partnership – Stephanie Taiber and Melissa Patterson
· Stephanie talked about the grant writing process and how funds are slower to arrive than in past years but we finally were awarded a grant 1 ½ weeks ago (about $6,000) that will cover the 3rd grade and 8th grade showcases.  Stephanie is in process of writing another grant.
· Hawthorne is considered a leader in this program – should express this to find funding sources
· AP helps with curriculum mapping and research has shown using this approach to learning is hugely beneficial.  Focus on this academic achievement aspect in seeking corporate funds and support.
· Melissa Patterson shared that faculty from an Indiana elementary school visited for a day (at the suggestion of CAPE) and that Hawthorne acted as a model in how we conduct our AP program.  Teachers and students were interviewed, they reviewed documentation, observed, watched teachers presentations.  Katie Speth showed how our 6th grade will integrate Illinios state standards into their showcase and this greatly impressed the IN visitors
· Ask your children & their teachers about their showcases
· Stephanie Taiber shared that our AP Teaching Artist Jessica Hudson recently won an award for her teaching art work from the Three Arts Club
· Linda Feaman remarked how we moved from assemblies to curriculum showcases which makes these events more meaningful from an academic perspective
· Eric Michaels suggested we talk to the new art teacher to learn what art supplies are needed for the art room.  Also that the school arts program also integrates with the Arts Partnership program.
· Brochures will be available in the main office (at Mrs. Feaman’s suggestion)


President’s Report  - Laura Durudogan
· Chrysa Moster applauded the efforts of the Kindergarten families who secured an aide for 2 days a week and surpassed their fundraising goal of $12,000 collecting $13,500 from very generous families to cover the expense.
· Debi Lilly Springer acknowledged the success of the newcomer’s picnic as a lovely event and enjoyed by all.
· Karen Pulver, Meher Owens and Lourdes Lozano had great success in welcoming new families with their newcomer’s breakfast and everyone is thrilled to be a part of the Hawthorne community.
· Family Fun Fest was a hit in its debut year and the team earned back its budget, plus some.  Great feedback from volunteers, vendors and families.
· Karen Michaels confirmed that only 15 HSA calendars remain ($25 each) and at this point, 100% of the proceeds go to Hawthorne as the costs have been covered.


Treasurer’s Report – Jeff Meier and Kim Cavitt
· Jeff Meier reported that we are moving to Quickbooks online by the end of October



Vice President’s Reports
· Karen Pulver (Fundraising)
· Affy Tapple (Natalie Sheedy/Kristin Pillsbury) sales forms are due October 19.  Distribution is Oct 27 just before Halloween. Pre-orders are important to have little extra inventory.  Ask your neighbors, friends.  Last year netted $4,400.
· Joann Ori (Fundraising)
· Walk-a-thon (Karen Prince/Suzanne Kaplan) Forms were due Wed.  Need to raise $18,000 to reach goal of $15,000 net. If every family gives $25, we’ll blow past our goal.  Volunteers are needed, too -especially for older grades.
· Come out and support your children Monday/Tuesday while they walk. Great music and lots of energy and there is an SEL component with older grades buddying up with younger students. 
· Shoe Drive for Soul4Soles – gently used, adult & children during Walk-a-thon

· Miriam Disman (Education)

· Social Emotional Learning (SEL) (Harmeen Ahuja/Susan Ford)  -  Advisory committee has identified 3 areas to focus on: Parent Education (providing articles, links and speaker series), Resources (to include grand writing and research) and Buddy Programs (connect established families with new families.    Still working on defining what SEL is.  Helpful to see the topic covered in the news (ref recent Tribune article).  Encouraged parents to ask their children questions about themes in the classroom. If you are interested in being a part of it, please let Harmeen or Susan know.
· Membership (Holly Lane) – Send the right message that you support the PTA’s efforts by becoming a member. Last year Hawthorne PTA had 247 members, and ytd we have 198.  Join Today!
· School Funding update (Lauri Schwegel) – HSA is focused on education issues but as a resource and to educate parents, giving you all sides to the issues.   Hawthorne joined the Raise Your Hand Coalition.  Click on the link in the recent PTA News blast for CPS funds to get the available TIF money.

Meher Owens (Community Outreach)
· Directory (Amy Sieben) – respond to inquiry for any changes or additions to get this updated and complete by January
· Kindergarten Tours (Mary Catherine Marco/Lourdes Lozano) – Lourdes will contact those on the signup sheet to schedule times.  First tour is Nov 3, run very Wednesday morning through Dec 15th.  Need more volunteers for later tours which get very crowded.  Opportunity to share with a captivated audience why you love Hawthorne 
· Holiday Party (Agnes Hong/Lourdes Lozano/Amy Gordon) Agnes gave the date of Dec 16, in planning mode now.  Need for vendor participation, please contact Agnes or Lourdes if you know food, retail vendors interested.  Great way to kick off the holiday season
· Sock and Mitten Drive (Liz Mills) Boxes will be in classrooms close to report card pick up day for your donations
· Room Parent Coordinator (Jodi Hoare) – Room parents still needed for upper grades.  Essential source of the communication pipeline to get important information to parents.  


Spring Auction – Mary Catherine Marco/Suzy Persons/Debi Lilly Springer (Co-Chairs)
· Very well organized group, have a logo (HSA superimposed on Chicago Skyline) already have many returning food vendors and Architectural Artifacts is our location once again.  
· Begin thinking of donations for Silent and Live Auction – every restaurant, boutique, service provider you come in contact with.  Look for Hotels and Travel destinations and donations of alcohol too. Signature events were a huge hit last year and raised thousands – keep those ideas flowing. 
· Donation forms are available now.  Volunteers are needed. 
· Let neighborhood businesses know you are supporting them because you know they support Hawthorne and that it makes a difference.  Be sure and thank them too!


New Business
· Hubba Hubba (Jill Webb)  - mark your calendars for Hawthorne day, November 4th. 20% of all sales will go back to Hawthorne.  Have a cocktail from 6-8pm and shop to support our school.
· Barnes and Noble Day (Joann Ori) – Raise money for Hawthorne by purchasing holiday gifts or books from Teachers’ wish lists on Dec 2 Book Fair.  Teachers will be reading at the store.  Can buy online for up to 5 days after the Fair to count towards our donation of 10-20% return on sales.  Includes books, toys, puzzles and Starbucks café.




The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 am.  
The minutes were taken and written by Lisa Turner.



