Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

June 9, 2010 Meeting

In attendance:  Barb Lagattuta, Karen Lewis, Miriam Disman, Amy Sieben, Lisa Turner, Natalie Sheedy, Susan Bernard, Karen Pulver, JoAnn Ori, Holly Lane, Mary Catherine Marco, Agnes Hong, Lorrie Marks, Karen Michaels, Heather Elkins, Santy Rivera, Cathy DeMille, Heather Carmon, Stephanie Taiber, Pattie Harris, Harmeen Ahuja, Jeff Meier, Kim Cavitt, Mary Catherine Marco, Laura Durudogan, Kristin Pillsbury
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  

Welcome and Introduction – Laura Durudogan

President’s Report- Laura Durudogan

Approval of PTA Executive Board Slate
There was a motion made by Mary Catherine Marco to approve the PTA Executive Board Slate.   Holly Lane seconded the motion. All in favor of proposed slate raised their hands. It was unanimous approval. None opposed.  Slated approved. Here is the list of new slate and the out going members.

Outgoing VP Fundraising:  Mary Kate Fleming - Approved VP Fundraising: JoAnn Ori

Outgoing VP Community Outreach: Barb Lagattuta - Approved VP Community Outreach: Meher Owens

Outgoing Recording Secretary: Kristin Pillsbury – Approved Recording Secretary: Lisa Turner

Outgoing Treasurer: Holly Lane - Approved Treasurer: Jeff Meier

Approved Asst. Treasurer: Kim Cavitt

Approved Technology Liaison: Amy Sieben

PTA Committee List for 2010- 2011

There are still some open positions available for next year:

1. Legislative- need one or two people for this.   If this area interests you, the PTA needs some one to be on top of the current issues for next year. You would work with the LSC, attend meetings and pass along information to the PTA. Laurie Schwegel who has been working on these issues will stay on as a second chair for next year to assist whoever is interested. 

2. Holiday Party -  Agnes Hong said that she and Lourdes Lozano would be in charge of the party.

3. Picture Person- Leah Hamilton was in charge last year. Last year, there were also 3 people designated to various age groups.  Last year they did “Day of the Dead” and also assisted with the Jim Dyne heart project for the auction. If  you are interested in this please let the PTA know.

4. Affy Taffy- Natalie Sheedy signed up to do it but we still need one more person to assist her. 

Event Changes for Next Year

1. FAMILY FUN FEST/Back to School fest will be held Sept. 12th.  Since this is a new initiative for next year, we are going to focus on it and forego the Fall Adult Party.

2. Volunteer Recruitment -Thursday June 10th. This year the PTA is getting the word out and is trying to encourage people to sign up for committees now instead of waiting for the fall, so we can hit the ground running once we return to school.  Also, the PTA is hoping to enlist new members to continue to infuse new ideas and energy into the committees.  After school on Thursday, tables will be set up outside the kindergarten dismissal area with sign up sheets for various PTA openings.  The PTA will be handing out popsicles to encourage parents to visit the tables.

3. PTA Summer Emails- the PTA will be sending out emails this summer to help communicate and save money on mailings.

4. Spring fundraiser- the chairs for next year are Mary Catherine Marco, Suzy Persons, and Debi Lilly.  It will be held March 18th at Architectural Artifacts.  We still need people to chair Solicitation committee.

State Funding for Education 

· Laurie Schwegel informed Laura Durudogan of the “Raise your Hand” Coalition’s meeting last night on the south side.  Laura said Laurie informed her that it was an eye opening meeting and there still appears to be a $300 million gap in the CPS budget for next year. 

· There is a rally downtown next Thursday, June 17th at Daly Plaza about the state funding issues.  An email will be sent out about the rally in the next few days.

· There are petitions to be signed. They will be available this Thursday, June 10th.
Treasurer’s Report – Holly Lane
 School Budget Update

· We raised over $250,000 last year. After all expenses, PTA net $90,000.

· Please turn in all receipts ASAP.  Holly will be closing out the fiscal year at the end of June for tax reporting purposes.  So, once the books are closed Holly will not be able to reimburse you.

· If you have decided to not turn in receipts because you choose to pay for the items yourself, the PTA really appreciates your generosity.  But if you could send Laura Durudogan what your costs were, it would assist in helping the PTA do the budget for next year. Laura, Holly, Jeff and Kim will be meeting to plan the budget over the summer.

· If you did chose to pay for something, please let Holly know that it is a donation. She will not send you a letter. Please keep your own receipt for tax reporting needs.

Vice President’s Reports

· Social Emotional Learning (SEL) from Harmeen.  A committee has been formed with the administration to help support them. If you are interested in being a part of it, please let Harmeen Ahuja know.

· The speaker series has been rolled in together with SEL and will have funding for SEL for at least one more year.

Old Business


Heart Products Update –  the products are in the office at school for pick up.

New Business

· Anthony’s Ice Cream –mark your calendars for Hawthorne day, June 15th. 40% of all sales will go back to Hawthorne. 

· Calendar Ad Sales—they are on sale now and will be at committee sign up on Thursday.  There will be family and business ads available.  Laura Durudogan has shown other schools the calendar and many other schools are so impressed they are trying to implement it at their schools.

· Spirit Sales- will be available on Thursday committee sign up.  Also, we have extra towels available so please check them out and purchase them for your summer at the pool/beach!

· After School Programming- Jamie Fleishman is putting together the schedule for next year.  There is a possibility there might be a cooking class offered.

· Suggestion-
· A suggestion was made that they hope Stretch and Grow would be available for the students for next year. Linda Feaman commented that she cannot promise funding for specific programs for next year at this time.

· Linda Feaman also suggested that in the spirit of SEL, people should try to go up and speak to the new faces in the room after the meeting is adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am.  
The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

