Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

October 14, 2009 Meeting

In attendance:  Pilar Sanchez, Beth Ruark, Natalie Sheedy,  Allison Kritikos, Demetra Soter, Karen Prince, Mary Kate Fleming, Amy Sieben, Phyllis Drumm, Darcie Wolf, Karen Lewis, Mary Calkins, Meher Owens, Julie Moran, Debi Lilly, Holly Lane, Chris Anderson, Susan Bernard, Karen Pulver, Heather Elkins, Stephanie Taiber, Carmen Cameron, Shuhana (Sue) Callow,  Miriam Disman, Jen Rockhold, Lan Jurkowski, Paulette Taylor, Lisa Turner, Mary Catherine Marco, Barb Lagattuta, Tiffany Green, Lourdes Lozano, Carol Box, Melissa Patterson, Chrysa Moster, Suzy Persons, Lorrie Marks, Agnes Hong, Mary Catherine Marco, Karen Michaels, Eric Michaels, Meg Ainley, Marcella O’Shaughnessy, Linda Feaman, Anna Alvarado, Laura Durudogan, Barb Lagattuta and Kristin Pillsbury
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  
Welcome and Introduction – Laura Durudogan

· New this year with PTA meetings, hosting meetings in morning during school and having teachers participate.  All attendees went around and introduced themselves. Laura encouraged new families to Hawthorne to bring forward any ideas or suggestions they have from their previous schools to our school.
Opening Remarks – Linda Feaman

· Building on this year’s theme of relationships, Linda acknowledged how the school works with the children and how they look forward to working with the parents in the PTA.

· Linda also applauded Laura Durudogan for encouraging and bringing teachers to share their initiatives with the PTA parents. 

· Nancy Gelderman will speak at the next PTA meeting on Curriculum Mapping. The goal for the next few years will be to finalize the map from K-8.  At the end of this month, twelve teachers are going to St. Louis for a mapping initiative training.

 Library: Vision and Goals – Trish Davlantes 
· As the newly hired librarian, Trish outlined her current goals.  Her 1st goal is to have the entire book collection on-line for all to see. Her 2nd goal is collection development which will support curriculum and student interests.
· Ms. Davlantes needs assistance, so even if you only have an hour, please let her know. (There is a sign-up sheet or email her.)  She needs help with bar coding, scanning and organizing the collections. 
President’s Report – Laura Durudogan
· New Initiatives for 2009 -2010
1. PTA Emails – this year we are going to send one email out a week which highlights PTA happenings.  This should help parents with older children who do not always get the printed forms.  Eventually, it will help us to move to a paperless system.
· New families to the school are being added, but families that shared their email last year should already be receiving the email blasts.
· If you want something to be included in the PTA email blast, send your copy ready item to Karen Lewis by 5 pm Tuesday.  Laura Durudogan and Mrs. Alvarado will review on Wednesday and send out on Thursday.
2. PTA Website – Eric Michaels has spent numerous hours creating the PTA website.  There will be a link from the Hawthorne school website to the PTA website.  This website will provide a wealth of information from forms to download, committee responsibilities, ways to volunteer and the ability to make payments online.
3. Grant Writing - the PTA is trying to generate an interest and get people involve who can help with this initiative.  We need people to research potential grant possibilities.  After the grant possibilities are identified, we need help with actually writing for the grants.  The PTA’s efforts in grant writing will help reduce and alleviate some the fundraising burden.
Treasurer’s Report –Holly Lane 

· We are on a tight budget this year. If you are overseeing a project or committee, you must know what your allocated budget is for the event.  If unsure, please contact Holly Lane or your Vice President. 

· If you need a check cut, Holly needs a week lead time in order to get it to you.

· If you plan to be reimbursed, you must submit the original receipts.

· There is a box in the office marked PTA treasurer, where you drop off checks to Holly.  If you have cash to give to PTA, it must be logged in with Linda Perry in the office, who will lock it in the safe.

Vice President Report –  Mary Kate Fleming 
· Hawthorne’s 1st  Walk-a-thon  will be held this year. Karen Prince and Suzanne Kaplan are co-chairs for this event.   This event is more than just a fall fundraiser; it is a community building opportunity and a way to encourage school spirit.  Each class is picking their team names. Teachers are energized.  For the winners there is a pizza party and ice cream social. There was T-shirt design contest that had 165 entries.  The winner will receive a $25 Target gift card.  If a student turns in $25 or more on their pledge sheet, they will receive a T-shirt. Will be collecting money through the end of the week and even after.   The goal for this first time event is to make $8,000, which would be equivalent to  Innisbrook from last year.

· If you still want to order Innisbrook wrapping paper, Hawthorne will still receive 50% of proceeds. You can order on-line and your order will come directly to your house.  A PTA email will be emailed out giving instructions on how to order.

· Spring Fundraiser – will be held on Friday March 19th.  Still working on a venue.  This year Ellen Rodman and Trish Turner will be co-chairs.

Ms. Willuwiet – Report on Student Council

· Ms. Willuwiet discussed the up coming Student Council Elections.  This year the students generated characteristics they would want a member of the Student Council to possess.   The Campaign will begin Oct. 19th,  the Assembly on the 26th and the Election on Oct. 29th.   The teacher role is to help develop service ideas, help them be involved in the community and to motivate other students.

· To be a President, Vice-President and Secretary on Student Council must be in 7th or 8th grade.  Starting in 4th grade you can be a student council class representative. 
Vice President – Karen Pulver
· Affy Tapples –  Mary Catherine Marco and Suzy Persons are co-chairs this year.  Please turn in your forms.  

· Adult Party – Claudia Siegel, Phyliss Drumm, Peg Cooney are co-chairs.  There will food, drink and music.  There will be raffle prizes and you can buy your tickets at the door.   Ms. Alvarado said you can park at the school parking lot for free.  The night of the event you can still buy your tickets at the door.
· Community Service Projects – being developed now with more info. to follow. 

Vice President – Barb Lagattuta
· Kindergarten Tours are starting Nov. 4th.  Mary Catherine Marco and Lourdes Lozano are in charge.  On the first day of tours, please arrive a little early for a brief meeting with Mrs. Alvarado. 
· Holiday Party – this year’s co-chairs are trying to off-set the costs by getting donations.  It is going to be a fun party.

· School Directory – if the form your child receives is incorrect, please make changes and send it back.

Vice President – Miriam Disman 

· PTA Membership – there are 186 families with $2, 175 in membership dues.  About ½ of the families are currently participating.

· Picture Person – Leah Hamilton is chairing.   First one is going to be Day of the Dead.  Will start the beginning of November.  November 5th at 9:30 at the Art Institute for training for Picture Person.

· Speaker Series – Susan Ford will be chairing.  She needs volunteers.

· Art Partnership – Melissa Patterson will be meeting on Friday.

Old Business

· Calendars- a new item developed this year by Karen and Eric Michaels and Debi Lilly Springer.  PTA made approx. $5,000.  There are only 3 left to sell. Very successful.

New Business

· Asbestos clean up in the Auditorium will not start until winter break, when the kids are not in school.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am.  Moved by Mary Catherine Marco and seconded by Amy Sieben.  The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

