Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes
October 15, 2008 Meeting

Final - approved
In attendance: Karen Lewis, Linda Feaman, Michael Buckley, Carmen Cameron, Eric Michaels, Karen Meier, Mary Calkins, Karen Prince, Jodi Hoare, Stephanie Perlmutter, Tracey Lowenthal, Tam Dillman, Dina Kourkouvis, Laurie Schwegel, Barb Lagattuta,  Holly Lane, Kristin Pillsbury, Amy Sieben, Susan Bernard, Karen Pulver, Patti Harris, Laura Durudogan, Lorrie Marks, Mary Catherine Marco, Meher Owens
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.

1. Approval of Minutes The minutes from the June 2008 meeting had been distributed. Holly Lane made a motion to approve the minutes; Mary Calkins seconded the motion.

2. Treasurer Report
Holly Lane passed out the PTA Profit Loss sheet looking at the 1st quarter. She discussed the variances noting they are due to the seasonality of the fundraising school year. There has not been a lot of activity to date.  A question arose as to what the YTD expenses of the principal’s discretionary fund had been used for, Holly said it included $30,000 instructional resources, teacher professional development, 7 drinking fountains, AC replacement, and drywall added to the North basement. The Technology fund has spent $40,000 for 32 new MAC books and some Smart Boards YTD.
Holly wants a week notice for any committees or persons needing a check written. Also, please turn in receipts in a timely manner. If purchasing anything for the school, please use the tax exempt letter. 

3. Officer Reports:

  V.P. Fundraising – Laura Durudogan 

· Spirit Sales being headed by Darcy Wolf and Phyllis Drumm and Kari Wanagut (design), have determined there is a lot of inventory. They are going to conduct a “Fire Sale” at report card pickup. All current items have been paid for so any money made from the sale will go to the school. These sales are to create spirit in the school and not a money maker. In addition, they are looking into having an on-line store to purchase items.

· Spring Fundraiser is chaired by Debi Lily and Karen Pulver and date is set for Friday, March 27th at Architectural Artifacts. It will be free to attend and adult only evening. Friday, Oct. 17th, there will be a meeting in the North basement for Kindergarten/1st grade parents. Lisa Doerr is co-chairing Solicitation and looking for another co-chair. Please sign-up if interested. The Solicitation letter will be on line to download.
· Affy Tapples – Julie Wilen. Orders are due Oct. 21 and may be picked up on Oct. 28 before and after school.

· Fall Adult Party – 3 Co-chairs. Will be held Friday, Oct. 24th. RSVP may be found on the website if you didn’t receive one. Please send in RSVP’s. There will be raffle prizes the night of the event.
· Box Tops – a list was sent home last week as a reminder. Nov. 17th to Nov 20th there will be shop and save at Jewel. Please shop during this period since a percentage of sales will go to our school.
V.P. Fundraising – Mary Kate Fleming (absent)
· Southport St. Ambassador – Jill Webb and Suzanne Kaplan have planned events at Candyality, Potbelly’s and Dairy Queen, where Hawthorne will receive a percent of sales on certain dates.

· Insbrook due Oct. 20th.  Sell, Sell, Sell. 50% of total sales will go back to the school.

· Book Fair – Beth Ruark. It will be conducted during report card pick up day.

V.P. Community Outreach – Barb lagattuta

· Debbie Shepard is looking for help to help organize items prior to getting them listed on sheet for Community Service Projects.

· Student Directory is being put together by Amy Seiben. This year she is collecting excel spreadsheets from each class. She is having difficultly gathering some information in the upper grades where they lack a room mom. Currently, lacking information for rooms 107, 115,203. This master list will enable Ms. Alvarado to send emails to whole school or by grades as needed. There will also be the capacity to send attachments. Next week Amy will finish compiling the information.
· Kindergarten Tours lead by Lourdes Lozano has plenty of volunteers and they will have a meeting in the next few weeks for the volunteers.

· Hawthorne Family Outing – Liz Mills is coming up with an additional outing to the Cubs game.  In the past, Hawthorne had done a Bulls night for the 8th grade fundraiser. Stephani Perlmutter said in the past the Bulls would give us $50 tickets for $25, but then it increased to $35 for $50 ticket, so it was harder and harder to make money.
V.P. Education – Lauri Schwegel

· Membership- If you joined the PTA, you should have received a PTA card. If you go to the website on the PTA card, you will find benefits for being a member. You can receive savings at certain stores. An email will be sent out to PTA members telling them about the website.
· Speaker Series will continue under Susan Ford. They are thinking of linking it to the Love and Logic book the teachers read this summer.

· Legislative Initiatives --lead by Lauri Schwegel to help IL school funding reform. IL ranks 49th. The current letter writing initiative is on hold until after the election. After January, probably a new bill will be written directed at school funding and then we will mobilize.  

· Arts Partnership was increased $5,000 from last year to $30,000. The eighth graders are writing and producing their own musical this year.
· Picture Person will update next meeting.

· School Supplies – 135 students or about 25% of the students in school order supplies. The school makes about $2-3 per child. This service is not a money maker for the school, but will continue to provide the service unless it goes below 100 students ordering. There were a handful of students not receiving their order. It was stated that the quality was better this year. Appeared to be a disconnect between not knowing there were extra kits, and not knowing who was missing a kit.

Faculty Representative – Linda Feaman

Curriculum night was a success and people enjoyed going to the kids’ classroom. After School Counts Program is finalized and 199 letters are being sent out to students enrolled in the program. The upper grades are not full yet. Benchmark testing will be for 3 days for 3-8 grades next week. Sports programs are up and running, soccer and flag football for the boys and volleyball for girls. 5 week progress reports went out this week for anyone having a D or F. The Washington DC trip will have a meeting on November 21st, to talk about the increase cost per student. Last year’s cost was $780, this year increased to $1,000 per student. High School Fair will be held tomorrow (Thursday, Oct. 16th ) geared to 7th and 8th graders. A variety of high schools will be represented, public, private and selective enrollment. Turf update - Bob Foster from Chicago Park District presented at the LSC meeting and addressed concerns about lead and heat as it relates to the turf. Installation of the turf will be begin late spring/summer.


President -Karen Lewis 

Please note changes to the Purple Calendar you received at the beginning of the year. PTA Meeting will be held:

 April 15th (Not April 14th)

 May 20th (Not May 13th)

Also beware of increased crimes in the area. Please keep kids safe.
Jill Webb is in charge of volunteer list, so if you need volunteers for your committee please ask Jill for the list of volunteers instead of just asking those closest to you. This will help create a more of a community at Hawthorne.

4. Old Business – nothing to report

5. New Business – nothing to report

6. Announcements  
Karen Prince brought up that there will be a fundraiser held at Barnes and Noble on Webster Place, on Tuesday, Dec. 2nd  from 9:00 am to 11:00pm. Karen will need volunteers to help hand out vouchers before and after school.  A portion of the total sales will be given back to the school.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm. Moved by Amy Seiben and seconded by Barb Lagatutta.

The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

