Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

February 18, 2009 Meeting

Final  -  Approved

In attendance: Karen Lewis, Linda Feaman,  Meher Owens, Lisa Turner,  Mary Kate Fleming, Lisa Ratti Boyle, Kristin Cripe, Andrea Guthmann, Holly Lane, Jodi Hoare, Karen Pulver, Nancy Becker, Julie Wilen, Barb Lagattuta,  Kristin Cripe, Jill Webb, Karen Meier, Amy Seiben, Tracey Lowenthal,  Lauri Schwegel,  Karen Pulver, Mary Calkins, Kristin Pillsbury

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.

1. Approval of Minutes The minutes from the December 2008 meeting had been distributed.  Amy Seiben made a motion to approve the minutes; Lauri Schwegel seconded the motion.

2. Treasurer Report – Holly Lane 
Holly stated we have raised about $31, 000 to date for the auction.  Referring to the Profit Loss by Fundraiser Type from July 1 – Feb. 17, 2009 handout, Holly highlighted what expenses have occurred in Note A and Note B totaling $136,057.39.  The $50,000 slated for the field has been taken out of Budget and now that money is in the general fund.  Depending on the amount of money raised from the auction, we will review budget and make cuts, if needed.  

Amy Sieben is analyzing the Copier Lease at this time. She has been getting quotes from 3 main copiers.  She is performing a purchase vs. lease analysis.  With each contract there is a service fee for maintenance, but Amy is working to hopefully decrease this cost.  Also, our overall cost should decrease next year since the costs associated with breakage  will decrease since we will have new copiers. 
3. Officer Reports:

President -Karen Lewis 

· The next PTA meeting will be held April 15 not April 14th.  There will be PTA meeting May 20th. 

V.P. Fundraising – Laura Durudogan 

· Spring Fundraiser – Karen Pulver has requested that she needs more volunteers for check-out and check- in for the night of the event.  Please sign-up if interested. She also needs help with clean–up after the event and taking stuff home.  They are also encouraging people to pre-swipe their credit cards before the event. Thursday and Friday before the event, you can swipe your credit cards before school.  If you already mailed in your credit card number with the RSVP, you do not need to swipe your credit card. 

V.P. Fundraising – Mary Kate Fleming 
· Mystic Celt– Tuesday, Feb. 24 from 4pm to 7pm. 40% of all sales will be given to Hawthorne.  Kids are allowed and we will have the two back rooms. 

· Anthony’s Ice – will hold a fundraiser the last day of school.  A portion of sales will be donated to school.  Jill Webb is checking with Pompeii to see if they will do a fundraiser for Hawthorne.
· John’s Place - in Roscoe Village will donate a portion of sales for a whole week, starting the week of raffle sales. Please tell them you are with Hawthorne when you go.
V.P. Community Outreach – Barb Lagattuta

· Cubs Outing – There will be 250 tickets available at $18 each for Sunday, May 17. They will go on sale after the Auction. 

· Hospitality- all dates are completed. Thanks to Lourdes Lozano, who donated flowers for the events.
V.P. Education – Lauri Schwegel

· Picture Person – is completed. They were short volunteers, but the room moms were able to quickly come up with the needed help.

· Used Book Fair - was a success and raised $900.  The remaining books were donated to a new Charter school on the south side.
· Speaker Series – will be held March 14th at school.  Please RSVP if you are planning to attend the event.  Andrea Guthmann informed us a local speaker involved with the book series will speak at the event.  The school has purchased 10 Love and Logic books which can be checked out from the school’s library. 

Faculty Representative – Linda Feaman

· Ms. Alvarado wants to thank everyone who is working on the Spring Fundraiser for all their hard work.  Also, thanks to the PTA for the teacher luncheon at report card pick-up.

· The SIPPAA plan/meeting was held on Sunday. 
· ISAT will be held the 1st week in March for3rd to 6th grade, please try and not be absent.

· 10 teachers attended at curriculum mapping seminar where they learned about teaching in units and mapping all content areas from K-8 grades.  This mapping would prevent repetitive lessons between grades.  Ms. Alvarado would like more professional money for seminars like this in the future.

· After School Counts ends March 15th. 

· There have been 3 ½ requests for a scholarship for the 8th grade Washington DC trip for the PTA to fund. 

· Parental Portal – if you have not used the system in over a month, you may have to log in again. Ms. Alvarado will be sending out progress reports for all students not only for D’s or F’s.   
· Kindergarten Showcase will be March 12th in the auditorium.
4. Old Business – nothing to report

5. New Business –  

· Next year for PTA we will need to nominate:

·  President

·  2 Vice Presidents

· Corresponding Secretary. 

· The PTA will select a nominating Committee which will include 2 people on executive committee and 2 people from the general membership.  Mary Calkins and Barb Lagattuta were nominated. Kristin Pillsbury was nominated as an alternate.  Karen Meir and Lisa Turner were elected to serve on the nominating committee from general membership. At the April meeting this committee will announce a slate. 

· A committee has been started to look at scholarships and what criteria the PTA will use to handle requests for non-related school activities. Currently, if it is a CPS related event, the criteria used is if the child receives free/reduced lunch, they qualify for assistance.  We have had several requests for non- CPS related items, such as eye glasses, Basketball sponsorship and Washington DC trip.  This committee will look at how to handle non-related CPS requests. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm.  Moved by Lauri Schwegel and seconded by Mary Kate Fleming.

The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

