Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

December 9, 2009 Meeting

In attendance:  Beth Ruark, Susan Bernard, Jennifer Rockhold, Lorrie Marks, Mary Sue Barrett, Lourdes Lozano, Mary Catherine Marco, Meg Ainley, Karen Pulver, Meher Owen, Heather Elkins, Stephanie Taiber, Debi Lilly Springer, Miriam Disman, Allison M. Kritikos, Karen Lewis, Lauri Schwegel, Julie Wilen, Phyllis Drumm, Carol Box, Linda Feaman, Debra Board, Holly Lane, Karen Michaels, Eric Michaels, Steve Sabo, Pattie Harris, Amy Sieben, Laura Durudogan, and Kristin Pillsbury
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  
Welcome and Introduction – Laura Durudogan

· We are launching the PTA website this week. We would like feedback about the site.  I want to thank Eric Michaels for putting the site together.  The site will provide a great way to communicate and easy way to download forms.  There will be an email blast sent out this week about the launch.  Also, I want to thank Karen Lewis for assisting with the weekly PTA email.  I hope people find it helpful and informative.

· Also if you have ideas or suggestions on programs/teachers that can be highlighted at a PTA meeting, please let us know.
Opening Remarks – Linda Feaman

· Linda Feaman introduced Katie Speth, the 6th, 7th, 8th grade social studies teacher, who teaches an investigative process. Ms. Speth has been working hard with curriculum mapping, which looks at concepts and how they will be taught and integrated in all grade levels. Ms. Speth discussed curriculum mapping in more detail and we thanked her for her time.

 Curriculum Mapping – Katie Speth 
· Katie wanted to thank Anna Alvarado, Linda Feaman and the PTA for sending 15 teachers to Utah over the summer, 12 teachers to St. Louis in the fall, and 12 teachers to Milwaukee in the winter to attend curriculum mapping conferences.  
· Curriculum Mapping takes all disciplines – math, social studies, art, reading, etc and looks at the curriculum and then looks at it by grade.  The goal is to avoid duplication in teaching material from grade to grade, and to keep the students engaged.  It helps teachers to figure out what and when to teach a certain topic. For example in social studies, I have met with Ms. Unger and Ms. Kennedy to figure out what topics to push down to 5th grade and what to start up in 6th grade. By doing this it will alleviate duplication and will allow me to teach history up until the cold war era.
· This year we are remaining parallel to cover all material as we are transitioning.  By the end of the year everyone will be moving forward. 
· The mapping creates a more formal process and will continue over the next 5 years.

· Are other CPS schools doing it? Maybe two others at this time.
· Check out the Hawthorne website because Ms. Speth post links to other great resource sites, like the Library of Congress, etc.
President’s Report – Laura Durudogan
· PTA Fundraising as a “Menu”– this year we trying out a lot of different fundraisers. There have been comments like “thought we only just do 2 fundraisers”. No one expects everyone to support everything. We are trying to give options.  YOU PICK what you want to support and which options are meaningful for you.   We are just trying to give you options, a “Menu” to choose from.
· We need the money. State funds have been cut and our budget has been cut.  
· Budgets have been set on prior year’s expenses. We are finding that people are not turning in receipts from last year. There are expenses that are spent, but not reported.  We based Holiday Fair on $350, but that won’t be enough.  People are choosing to make their donation to school, by not wanting to be reimbursed. We just need to document the cost, even if you choose to personally cover the cost. It will make it easier to budget for next year.
· People are trying new ways to offset costs. The Holiday Fair is trying this. This is a community event, not trying to be a fundraiser.
· WALK-A-THON - a brand new fundraiser and it raised $16,000. This event reached new families at all levels of participation. 
· Scholarships – PTA has done some scholarships on a “as  need ed” basis.  We are hoping to encourage the sports program to “build in” a scholarship budget in their costs. We have also done matching programs for those in need.
· Please check the PTA website for Laura’s letter about fundraising.

Vice President Report – Mary Kate Fleming 
· Spirit Sales:   there is no dollar amount in, but the items ordered will be in 12/18. There will be another order placed in the spring.  

· Click – a shoe store on Southport is having a fundraiser and 15% of all sales will go back to the school.
Vice President – Karen Pulver
· Auction – We need more solicitation volunteers.  Initial letter to previous donors have been mailed out.  There is a solicitation letter available on the website you may down load.  

· There will be an on-line auction where items will be up for a 2 week period prior to the auction. This will be the silent auction.

· Book Fair – Need Volunteers – Contact Jill Webb if you can help.

· Holiday Party – set-up Friday at 1pm, spread the word.

Vice President – Merriam Disman

· Leah Hamilton – last year the hands portrait raised $15,000 last year.  This year’s work with Jim Dime Project, each child will make a heart and then you will have the opportunity to buy a mug, t-shirt, etc with your child’s art work on it. 
· Picture Person – Leah Hamilton is chairing.   First one is going to be Day of the Dead.  Will start the beginning of November.  November 5th at 9:30 at the Art Institute for training for picture person.

Old Business

· Photo Gallery – check out the photo gallery on-line on the PTA website.

· Newsletter – hope you have enjoyed the new format.  Much gratitude to Debra Swan.   Also received good feedback on the school website.

· Teacher Luncheon – it was held on Report Card pick up day, the Teachers really appreciated it. Maher Owens and Karen Pulver did cook all the food themselves. They went beyond the call of duty.
New Business

· School Directory – draft to teachers by Christmas, should have a directory in early 2010.
· New Green Committee – CPS will reward  based on how you rate on being green at school.  If interested in participating, please contact Eric Michaels.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 am.  Moved by Mary Catherine Marco and seconded by Amy Sieben.  The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

