Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

December 10, 2008 Meeting

Final  -  Approved

In attendance: Karen Lewis, Linda Feaman,  Barb Lagattuta, Kate Robinson, Kristin Cripe, Lourdes M Lozano, Sharon Ford, Jill Webb, Karen Meier, Amy Seiben, Sara Shafran, Tracey Lowenthal, Laura Durudogan, Lauri Schwegel,  Karen Pulver, Susan Bernard, Mary Calkins, Kristin Pillsbury

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.

1. Approval of Minutes The minutes from the October 2008 meeting had been distributed. Laura Durudogan made a motion to approve the minutes; Barb Lagattuta seconded the motion.

2. Treasurer Report – Holly Lane (absent)
Karen Lewis passed out the PTA Profit Loss by Fundraiser Type statement from July 1 to Dec. 3, 2008.  A question about the Poster Pro Poster Maker was raised about what it could do and be used for.  Linda Feaman said it will make posters from any 8x 10 sheet of paper. If anyone needs a sign made, Linda Perrie in the office can help assist in making one.  

Holly wants to remind everyone that it is important to turn in checks as they come in and not to wait until the end of the event to avoid any insufficient funds.  Please use several deposit slips, during the event, if necessary.  
Amy Seiben is analyzing the Copier Lease at this time and will make recommendations after her review.  We also want to thank Amy for all her hard work in compiling, checking and printing the data for our school directory.
3. Officer Reports:

Faculty Representative – Linda Feaman

· Friday, Dec. 12th there will be a 7th and 8th grade dance held at school 
· Mrs. Alvarado and Mrs. Feaman are currently doing analysis of SIPPA plan, since it is at the midpoint in the plan. In February, there will be an opportunity for parents to attend a meeting/discussion to hear if Hawthorne is meeting the goals laid out in the plan.

· Benchmark Results are in - teachers sending them out.

· Kindergarten tours have concluded.  Lourdes Lozono said there was good parent participation.  Each tour had a minimum of 6 guides for the 30-40 attendees. December 19th is the application deadline.

· There has been a request for a purchase of glasses for a student.  It was approved

· John Bilhorn installed a system to hang the banners in the gym.  There is a request that PTA fund this project, approximately $700.  Funds would come from the Principal’s Discretionary budget.
V.P. Community Outreach – Barb Lagattuta

· Holiday Party will have a “Market” with various vendors to shop at in the North Basement during the party. An email will be sent out telling everyone about the vendors at the fair.

· Jill Webb said that she needs more volunteers to pull from.  Anyone wanting to volunteer for the PTA please contact her at sjwebb2004@sbcglobal.net

V.P. Education – Lauri Schwegel

· Legislative Initiatives – nothing new until the new general assembly  resumes in January in Springfield. Lauri Schwegel will then give an update in the new year about how can mobilize.
· Speaker Series is thinking of linking it to the Love and Logic book the teachers read this summer.

· Picture Person has completed 1st round.
· The “Used Book Fair” is now going to be called “Used Book Seller Row” and will be held January 30th . Volunteers and donations are needed.

  V.P. Fundraising – Laura Durudogan 

· Spirit Sales – a “Fire Sale” was held at report card pickup and many items were sold getting rid of leftover inventory.  The actual dollar amount made is still being determined.  At the Holiday Party on Dec. 18th, new items will be debuted and available to purchase – pajamas, stocking hats, shorts, etc.  Please check out the new items and bring your check book.
· Spring Fundraiser – Please solicit items for the auction! Mike Springer has created links on the Hawthorne Website a gratitude log, the solicitation forms and list of exciting items coming in.  Check out the website.

· Ad book for spring fundraiser – this year we are encouraging families to place ads in the book. Please consider and mention to grandparents and other relatives.

· Take advantage before year-end and make any cash/check donations to receive a tax deduction for 2008.

· Food for night of Spring Fundraiser Party, if any one has a contact with a restaurant that might be able to donate the food at the event, please contact Karen Pulver. 
· “Host a Party” suggestion for a donation idea. If several people want to donate a party, please fill out donation form.  Suggestion of party ideas were, “guys night”, “progressive dinner” and “ladies margarita night”

V.P. Fundraising – Mary Kate Fleming 
· Southport St. Ambassador – Jill Webb and Suzanne Kaplan have planned events in the spring at Dairy Queen and Anthony’s, where Hawthorne will receive a percent of sales on certain dates.  It was stated that Pompeii restaurant will also do school fundraisers.
· Innisbrook  - you can still place orders on- line, until the end of the year.
· Bulls Tickets – tickets still available to help raise money for the 8th grade trip. Sold about 110 tickets so far with about 90 left.

· Barnes and Noble Book Fair – Karen Prince reported to Karen Lewis that it made about $700.  There was discussion on the success of the new fundraiser.  It was concluded that it was a good time of year, during the Holiday season, to hold the event.  A suggestion was made that having teachers read at the event, like kindergarten, etc. might help increase attendance.  The kids in kindergarten and 1st grade could even wear their pajamas, creating more excitement around the event. It was also discussed whether this event competed with the scholastic book fair,  but was concluded that the Barnes and Noble fair did not cannibalize the scholastic fair since they both meet very different needs.

President -Karen Lewis 

The next PTA meeting will be held in the Lunch room, to provide a less formal atmosphere.

Please note changes to the Purple Calendar you received at the beginning of the year. PTA Meeting will be held:

 April 15th (Not April 14th)

 May 20th (Not May 13th)

4. Old Business – nothing to report

5. New Business –  8th grade Fundraiser

· 8th Grade Fundraiser – the goal this year is to get parents and all the kids involved in putting on an event to create community and offset the cost of the trip.  The event will be held Friday, February 6th. – Spaghetti dinner, dance and concert. Cost is $15 for adults, $10 per child, but no more than $50/family. There will be 3 seatings for dinner. “Club Dance” will be held in the North basement. K- 3 will need adult supervision while attending the “glow in the dark” event.  A showcase of bands will be held in the Auditorium from 7 – 8:30 pm.  Security is very important and doors will be manned. Mark your calendars for the fun family event.  

· Selling parking at Blackhawks game at Wrigley field. The 8th grade families are going to try and sell parking during the event to raise more money for the trip.  Awaiting for the formal ok from CPS.

6. Announcements  - nothing to report
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.  Moved by Lauri Schwegel and seconded by Barb Lagatutta.

The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

