Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

April 15, 2009 Meeting

Final  -   Approved

In attendance: Karen Lewis, Linda Feaman,  Sharon Ford, Kristin Cripe, Laura Durudogan, Mary Kate Fleming, Karen Meir, Eric Michaels, Mary Catherine Marco, Susan Bernard, Agnes Hong, Miriam Disman, Suzanne Kaplan, Amy Sieben, Laurie Schwegal, Barb Lagattuta, Liz Mills, and Kristin Pillsbury

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 pm.

 Approval of Minutes - The minutes from the February 2009 meeting had been distributed awaiting final approval from Holly Lane. Once Holly Lane has reviewed the minutes, the minutes will be approved and posted.  Amy Seiben made a motion to approve this proposal; Laura Durudogan seconded the motion.

Treasurer Report – Holly Lane (absent)
Karen Lewis filled in for Holly. Karen stated for everyone to turn in receipts ASAP since our fiscal year ends in June. 

Assistant Treasurer’s Report - Amy Sieben

· The copier lease proposal is still an on-going process.  Amy Sieben is awaiting final numbers from this years’ auction to help determine the final decision on the copiers.  Amy is also analyzing and negotiating the service contract for the copiers.  Amy Sieben and Holly Lane are also going to look into the paper supply ordering process and see if there are away ways to improve on it.
· The contract that CPS had with Kinko’s has expired, but the new copiers will have the capabilities to perform critical functions, like stapling and the ability to make the school directories. 
Faculty Representative – Linda Feaman 

· LSC approved the SIPPA plan on Tuesday April 13th. 

· The 6th -8th grade student sponsored dance will be held this Friday, April 17th.

· 8th Grade Washington DC Trip– $2,000 is needed to assistance  5 students who have requested scholarship for the trip.

· Sports – There is 7th and 8th grade tennis team starting up and a girl’s soccer team.

· Mrs. Alvarado wanted to thank everyone for helping out with the Spring Fundraiser/Auction and making it such a wonderful night.  
· All teachers need to turn in receipts/expenses for the year by May 15th.
· Dee Murphy  is using her stipend to host a jazz concert here on Friday, April, 17th  from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, playing 3 different concerts for all the students to attend.
V.P. Fundraising – Laura Durudogan and Mary Kate Fleming 
· Mystic Celt Fundraiser made $600.  Some suggestions were made for next year- to make sure there are enough servers to accommodate all the families and all orders placed by a certain time will still get credit toward Hawthorne.

· Upcoming Events

· Anthony’s Ice – will hold a fundraiser in June.
· Dairy Queen  Fundraiser – it was suggested that it could be held on June 5th, since that was night of the Hawthorne Camp-Out at school and many families would be in the neighborhood to participate.  The date is yet to be finalized.
· Spring Fundraiser – Eric Michaels reported that the final charges are going through this week.  The actual numbers are still to be determined, but it looks to be gross $226,000 with raffle.  Expenses are still being determined, but expect the final number to be around $205,000 made for the spring fundraiser.  The break down of  where some of the money was made is as follows:

· Cash donations - $45,000

· Technology fund donations - $16,000

· Ad Sales- $12,000

· Live Auction -$28,000

· Disney Raffle Sales - $29,000 (net after the prizes paid out)

· Hands Portraits - $11,400 not including expenses, which look to be about $4,000 -$5,000.  The portraits are in the office to pick-up ask Linda Perry.

· Suggestions for Next Year’s Spring Fundraiser – How to keep the dollar raised high while decreasing the amount of time/work put into the event.

· Silent auction on-line

· Only have Live Auction and Tech Fund at the Party Only

· Find People this year to be in charge for next year- now. 

· We can still use Architectural Artifacts for next year.

· Build a system that can be easily replicated for next year, which would includes templates and database for solicitations
· Keep the momentum into next year and would be great to put in a “shadow system”.
· Have analysis of what sells best at the auction and focus on time and energy on those areas. The area’s making the most this year were:

· Hawthorne’s Finest made $16,000

· Exclusive events made $20,000

· Dining had best retention, but overall retention was 40%

· Recommend Soliciting earlier next year

· Less items may actually equal more money, if we focus on areas that make more money.

· Table proximity is important.  Not too tight, but not too far away.

V.P. Education – Lauri Schwegel

· Legislative  issues – none at this time to report

· Speaker Series – was held March 14th at school.  It was well attended by about 60 people.  If you were unable to attend, email Karen Lewis and she will send you a follow-up email that the speaker sent to everyone who attended with some more information.  Also in room 209, Ms. Waldo has more information on Love and Logic.   This might not be a one time event, but Hawthorne is negotiating with the speaker for possible discount on attending a 7 week series.
V.P. Community Outreach – Barb Lagattuta

· Cubs Outing – There will be 250 tickets available at $18 each for Sunday, May 17. More tickets were requested this year, since last year we only had 200 tickets, and a drawing had to be held since more families requested then the number of tickets available.   This year the tickets will be determined by first come, first serve basis.  So,  a flyer will go out via email and backpacks on April 20th announcing the event. This is not a fundraising event.
· Service Projects –Seeking Math Helpers. K-5 teachers are in need of parents who are interested in lending a helping hand with our student math learning experiences. Training sessions will be offered in mid to late May this year so they are ready to go next school year. Please contact  Math Resource Teacher, Valerie Willuweit, 773-844-8252 or vwilluweit@yahoo.com
Old Business  

· PTA Slate for 2009-2010 school year

· President – Laura Durudogan

· Vice President – Karen Pulver and Miriam Disman

· Corresponding Secretary – Lourdes Lozano

· Committee Reports -- due ASAP. Both electronic and paper, if possible.

New Business
· Upcoming Meetings – 
· May 20th  Meeting – will be held to formalize/vote on proposed PTA Slate for 2009-2010

· June 9th Planning Meeting will be to approve the budget for next year.  Also a goal to have people in place for next year’s spring fundraiser.

· Goals for PTA 

· Hope in years to have multiple people wanting to run for same positions

· Want involvement from all

· The PTA Board to be representative of entire school 

· Don’t want the PTA to have perception of being secretive

· Try and bring a new friend to PTA meeting, reach out to all and bring someone who might not come. for helpAfter School Counts ends March 15th. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.  Moved by Kristin Cripe and seconded by Amy Sieben.  The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

