Hawthorne PTA General Meeting
February 16, 2011

In attendance: Laura Durudogon, MarySue Barrett, Amy Sieben, Miriam Disman, Debi Lilly, Harmeen Ahuja, Karen Pulver, Lourdes Lozano, Barb Lagattuta, Andrea Guthmann, Beth Ruark, Heather Elkins, Maria Mikel, Jeff Meier, Kim Cavitt.

PTA President Laura Durudogan welcomed attendees at 9 a.m. and introduced technology teacher Sue Krause who was this meeting’s “Teacher Feature.” Ms. Krause discussed how her goal was to help teachers embrace and integrate technology into their students’ work at all levels. We, at Hawthorne, are so fortunate to have a technology teacher, she said. Many schools don’t, and do not use their resources to the fullest.  
At all age levels teachers and students are integrating technology into the curriculum. Some exciting projects this year included website design (seventh grade), creating documentaries (sixth grade), writing Ebooks (fifth grade) and art projects (eighth grade). Students as young as second grade are learning Power Point, third graders know how to do podcasts, and older kids are exposed to IPhoto, IMovie and Garage Band. Ms Krause thanked the PTA for their part in helping her update equipment and materials. 

President’s Report – Laura Durudogan 
Laura reported on the openings on the PTA board for next year. The four open positions include President, VP Fundraising, VP Education and Corresponding Secretary. A committee is in place to find nominees and create a slate for membership to vote on at the April meeting.  In other news, Laura thanked many members who worked hard over the previous few months. She reported that the Barnes & Noble Book Fair, spearheaded by Joann Ori, raised more than $1,000; the PTA Holiday Party, one of our best attended events and organized by Agnes Hong, Lourdes Lozano and Amy Gordon, was a huge success again; The Race to Nowhere screening, organized by Maura Robbins and moderated by Susan Ford, was very well attended. Principal Alvarado intends to show it to the teachers at a professional development day. Laura also thanked Mary Calkins, Peggy Maisel and Mike Schuba who coordinated the Hawthorne Movie Day.  The Schubas donated Lincoln Hall, the Marks Family donated popcorn and next year Mike wants to do another movie day and make it a fundraiser. Last but not least, Laura thanked Debra Swan, Meighan Depke and Karen Michaels who have worked so hard to make the PTA newsletter an amazing informational vehicle. 

Treasurers’ Report – Jeff Meier and Kim Cavitt
The treasurers asked that all members label their expenses and use the new form that can be found on the website. To be reimbursed, you must have an original receipt.
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Vice Presidents’ Reports
Education – Miriam Disman

Melissa Patterson and Stephanie Taiber reported that they have a school-wide list of units that each grade had done. The showcases are almost complete. They asked that any parent with good photos, email them to Stephanie or Melissa as the Arts Partnership is trying to document all work done at the showcases.
Harmeen Ahuja reported that the SEL committee plans to bring in two more speakers before the end of the year. They are identifying the speakers now. She also said the Buddy Program for new families will have a meet and greet event in February and an informative session on how to help children cope in a new environment. 

Community Outreach – Meher Owens

Last year we were unable to get Cubs ticketes. But this year, the Cubs outing will be May 15th. We’ve requested 200-250 tickets. 

Andrea Guthman has planned a informational tour and cleanup of North Park Nature Center as a community service project on April 1st. 

Fundraising – Karen Pulver and Joann Ori

The Mystic Celt fundraising event will be held on June 15th.. There are plans for more partnering with the Southport business community this year and next. 

Debi Lilly Springer, Mary Catherine Marco and Suzy Persons reported that one month remained before the auction and there was great buzz around the school. But many donations still need to be turned in and the solicitation chairs need the forms. The deadline has been extended to March 1st.  Some of the exciting new aspects this year included the photo shoot of the children “jumping over the moon.” These action shots, taken of 550 children and all staff, and donated by new family and photographer Steve Gross, will go for $40.  These would be great gifts, Debi said. They will all be sold on a specific site that is linked to our site. 
The art show will be used as a fundraiser (hoping to make $500) as well and the music video, which is almost complete will be $25. They know people won’t buy everything, Debi said, but the chairs are hoping there will be something for everyone. 
And while the bidding will occur before the event , there will be outings at the event and the three co-chairs asked that people please show up to the event. 

New Business
Laura reported that there has been a lot of work done this year by the grant writing committee as well as by the grants subcommittee of the SEL committee. There is a proposal being submitted to the Blackhawks. There are other potential proposals to Walgreens and others. We will be getting a salad bar through a CPS as well. While the grant writing and is a long-term effort, it could reap great benefits for the school eventually.
Minutes Submitted by Miriam Disman
