Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

December 8, 2010 Meeting
In Attendance:  Christine Schaaf Gross, Eric Michaels, Karen Michaels, Kim Cavitt, Jeff Meir, Meher Owens, Miriam Disman, Suzy Persons, Chrysa Moster, Debi Lilly Springer,
Joann Ori, Lourdes Lozano, Kristin Pillsbury, Natalie Sheedy, Susan Ford, Agnes Hong, Susan Bernard, Donna Sagami, LeKeisha Price, Karen Lewis, Tiffany L. Green, Beth Ruark, Magdalena Arguellas, Laura Durudogan, Lisa Turner, Anna Alvarado, Linda Feaman, Katie Speth, Indya McGuffin
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

Welcome and Introduction – Laura Durudogan

Laura invited those in attendance to multi-task for Hawthorne by grabbing a handful of books and placing bar codes on books for Ms. Davlantes and the school library.

Teacher Feature – Katie Speth, Social Studies 6-8th
Katie explained the origin of the documentary films that the 6th graders created for their Showcase performance.  Katie had 7th grade students competing in the Metro History Fair. The judges reactions to their documentary films were so positive that she wanted to incorporate them into the curriculum for all students.  Theme of these films was “My Chicago is…”  Miss Krause provided technical direction and support during the entire process from research to production.  This was mostly an in-school project.  Katie had the advantage of monitoring each group’s interaction firsthand since most of the work was done in the classroom.  Students wrote scripts, storyboards and did research on their own as well as part of a field trip to the Chicago Historical Society.   Notes for next year – work on sound quality.  Benefit of project – these students learned a great deal about the great city we live in.  Miriam Disman added: Our kids offered to come early and stay late because they were so excited to work on this project.  All films will be posted on HSA website for viewing.  Meher Owens offered that this was truly art imitating life in that her son’s project was all first generation of the nationalities along Devon Avenue.  Laura Durudogan offered that this is a great example of the use of Arts Partnership funds.
Student Council Initiatives – Indya McGuffin, 8th Grader & Student Council President
· New recycling program is done during recess so no interruption to classes.
· Pep rally before the Walk-a-Thon was so much fun and well attended and loud!

· Bracelet sales for breast cancer awareness raised $945 in just 2 days!

· Anti-Bullying week had students and teachers exploring the many ways to handle these situations. 

· Food Drive is being planned – stay tuned for details.
· Spirit Week just before break will be marked by HSA Colors Day; Snowflakes/Let It Snow; Holiday tunes over the PA system; Building of snowman & snowlady in the North Basement; Winter Wacky Wednesday; and Holiday wear on Thursday.  

· Holiday Party – each grade has a role for the evening, such as 8th graders setting up tables, 7th graders running the activity table for the younger students and 4th graders overseeing the battery donations for the women’s shelter. 

· Laura Durudogan & Anna Alvarado commented that Indya McGuffin represented impressive student leadership. 
President’s Report  - Laura Durudogan
· Join the PTA – it’s simple. Just complete the form (available outside the office door).  We need your support! (Holly Lane, membership)

· Executive Board of PTA is reviewing the by-laws as required by national PTA.
· PTA Newsletter (Debra Swan/Karen Michaels) is very labor intensive and an impressive summary of the happenings at school; Karen’s photos add a nice dimension.

· Shop on Roscoe/Hubba Hubba (Jill Webb/Debi Lilly) For Shop on Roscoe, Hawthorne was the 2nd highest $ raiser, 2nd only to Bell which is their neighborhood school.  For Hubba Hubba, we are awaiting the result for $ raised. 

· W Event – Nov 17th (Nancy Pender and Auction Co-Chairs).  100 tickets at $40 sold out in days and then a raffle at the event  brought in another $700.

· Teacher Luncheon (Meher Owens/Karen Pulver/Lourdes Lozano) was sponsored by the PTA and this team organized a wonderful way to thank our teachers.
Treasurer’s Report – Jeff Meier and Kim Cavitt
· New PTA expense reimbursement form is available and posted on Hawthorne website.  Please use for all expenses as it provides detail on who to pay and the related activity to be billed.  Also helps get payment out quickly.

· Remember to submit payments quickly so we can get all paid on current fiscal year.
Vice President’s Reports

· Karen Pulver (Fundraising)
· Affy Tapple (Natalie Sheedy/Kristin Pillsbury) – waiting for all expenses to be turned in to report $ raised
· Spirit sales (Darci Wolf) – great new system where items are ordered according to pre-sales and we don’t have to maintain inventory.  Check out the new spirit wear items!
· Joann Ori (Fundraising)
· Walk-a-thon (Karen Prince/Suzanne Kaplan) achieved $15,000 goal and it was “easy money”.  Everyone enjoyed the school spirit from the event and pep rally; and the donations of shoes to Soles 4 Souls added a “giving” element to the event.
· Barnes and Noble Day (Joann Ori) – Joann did an amazing job organizing this event and was there from start to finish.  Teachers did a great job reading to the younger students; Hawthorne Teachers’ wish lists were purchased and we earned about $1000 with purchases by our families.   Idea is to coordinate fundraising dinner at Potbelly’s across the street for even more money raised next year. 
· Miriam Disman (Education)

· Social Emotional Learning (SEL) (Harmeen Ahuja/Susan Ford)  - Excellent speaker for the first in the series.  There will be a follow-up parent committee with counselor Amy Dominguez and the parent advisory board.  One initiative is a monthly advisory with Amy Dominguez and Steve Henkel producing a curriculum for each homeroom that will cycle thru the students and meet on an SEL topic, giving our kids a chance to talk about feelings and how to handle certain situations.  Staff will stay with that group through 8th grade for continuity.  Huge benefit is that these conversations will be 2nd nature and provide building blocks for the future.   

· Mrs Feaman offered that attention is given in these conversations to the role of the bystander and that this can be 80% of the population.  It’s important to discuss coping skills in these situations, especially so the students can see how they can act without the focus being on the person standing up to the bully. 

· Books suggested in recent speaker series will be posted on website for reference
· Buddy System Programming is already planned for the new year, building connections between established families and new families. 
· SEL is also looking at independent fundraising efforts and moving forward with grant writing.
· Race to Nowhere (recently shown at Whitney Young) is an excellent film that all should see.  Looking into getting a viewing at Hawthorne in early 2011 and accompany with a panel discussion to elaborate on the issues involved
Meher Owens (Community Outreach)

· Directory (Amy Sieben) – being printed now and should be distributed shortly.
· Kindergarten Tours (Mary Catherine Marco/Lourdes Lozano) – Every Wednesday morning through Dec 15th.  Volunteers are always needed.  Share with a captivated audience why you love Hawthorne! 
· Holiday Party (Agnes Hong/Lourdes Lozano/Amy Gordon) - Parent volunteers are still needed for the evening as well as to assemble the themed holiday baskets being donated by each grade for sale that evening.  Remember to bring new batteries (for toys at Women’s Shelter) and unwrapped new toys for donations that night. 
· Sock and Mitten Drive (Liz Mills) 
Spring Auction – Mary Catherine Marco/Suzy Persons/Debi Lilly Springer (Co-Chairs)

· Signature Events were a huge hit last year and raised thousands – keep those ideas flowing.  Getting started early with Cookie Exchange by Lisa Doerr and Peggy Maisel on December 15th.  50 spots available – register online on PTA website.
· Donation forms are available now.  
· Volunteers are needed to make calls to last year’s donors and to generate new ideas for solicitation
· Reach out to neighborhood businesses as you shop this holiday season and ask for their support of Hawthorne. 
· Kristin Pillsbury and Meher Owens will be standing outside the Kindergarten rooms to generate excitement for soliciting new ideas.  Coffee to be hosted at Meher’s house – details to follow soon.
New Business

· 1st ever Family movie night at Lincoln Hall (Mary Calkins) - January 30th.  Buy tickets and enjoy a family friendly movie with light food and beverages for the adults.  No football that weekend – so mark the date on your calendar!  Combination community event & fundraiser. More details to follow after the holiday break.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am.  

The minutes were submitted by Lisa Turner.

