Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

Wednesday, April 13, 2011
In Attendance:  Amy Sieben, Jeff Meier, Carol Box, Maria Mikel, Cloma Sugerman, Lourdes Mizano, Lorrie Marks, Mary Calkins, Eric Michaels, Karen Michaels, Kim Cavitt, Karen Pulver, Meher Owens, Miriam Disman, Suzy Persons, Mary Catherine Marco, Melissa Patterson, Chrysa Moster, Debi Lilly, Jill Webb, Joann Ori, Lourdes Lozano, Kristin Pillsbury, Natalie Sheedy, Susan Ford, Harmeen Ahuja, Lauri Schwegel, Susan Bernard, Lisa Turner, Laura Durudogan
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

Welcome and Introduction – Laura Durudogan

Teacher Feature – Dee Murphy

Celebrating her 10th year at Hawthorne!  Mrs. Murphy came to Hawthorne with her daughter as she entered kindergarten.  Under Mrs. Murphy’s leadership, the music program has grown to include instrumental (band and jazz bands) as well as award-winning choir/glee clubs.  Mrs. Murphy credited the PTA with funding (through the Arts Partnership program)  various support such as artists brought in including a Caribbean drummer, additional instruments in the classroom and even dry cleaning of the chorus robes. 
Chorus will be going to a festival on May 13 (PTA helps with the bus needs).  Showcases for all grades feature music along with a learning component and are lots of fun, according to Mrs. Murphy.  
Linda Feaman acknowledged that Mrs. Murphy’s dedication (before and after school as well) has created a strong musical environment at Hawthorne.  This is all the more important as so many schools are seeing their arts & music programs suffering under budget constraints. 
President’s Report  - Laura Durudogan
· PTA slate for 2011-12

Open Positions include: President, VP Fundraising, VP Education, Corresponding Secretary.  We are 90% there.  Laura will email the slated nominees to all PTA members.  Elections will be held in May.

Breakfast in the classroom update

HSA students already receives free breakfast in the morning.  No movement with CPS for an opt-out compromise.  Plan is to rollout BIC program at Hawthorne in late May.   

· Teacher Luncheon (Karen Pulver, Meher Owens, Lourdes Lozano) – twice a year, these luncheons (food and decorations) are hosted by this committee during report card p/u.  They work hard to let our teaching & administrative staff know how much we appreciate their time and efforts. 

· PTA Newsletter (Debra Swan, Meighan Depke and Karen Michaels) – Final newsletter (of 3 total) will be distributed in June and will include all final #s from our auction and details on the remaining showcases.  
Treasurer’s Report – Jeff Meier and Kim Cavitt
Continuing to collect receipts and paying bills.  Use new simple form to classify per line items in budget.  Available in the office and on the PTA website.   Question was asked about when budget planning takes place.  This will happen over the summer involving the Executive Board and the Treasurer.
Vice President’s Reports

· Miriam Disman (Education) 
· Social Emotional Learning (SEL) (Harmeen Ahuja/Patti Harris)  -  Speaker announced for May 23 is Dr. Myra Lawrence on the topic “Raising a socially competent child”. Watch for the PTA e-blast for details.   Grants also to be announced at the May PTA meeting. 
· Arts Partnership (Melissa Patterson and Stephanie Taiber) – 7th Grade poetry is on display in the North basement.  Lots of programs coming and still working on getting grant money from foundations.  Putting together a video/dvd to accompany these submissions as a representation of the work done at Hawthorne by our students/staff.
· Meher Owens (Community Outreach)

· Cubs Outing (Kristin Pillsbury and Barb Laggatuta) – Sunday, May 15, 3rd annual outing.  Great seats on the infield.  First 250 to book online.  No limit on tickets purchased.  This is a Hawthorne community event and not a fundraiser. 
· Community Service (Andrea Guthmann) – Andrea has worked hard to select meaningful events for giving back to the community.  Typically held on days of non-school attendance.  Events are both inside and outside in correspondence with the time of year. 
· Karen Pulver (Fundraising) and Joann Ori (Fundraising)
· Southport Street Ambassador (Jill Webb and Debi Lilly Springer) – Mystic Celt event to be held June 15 from 4-7pm.  Come out and support this event and celebrate the end of the school year.  Hawthorne will receive an incredible 40% back on all money spent this evening.
Spring Auction –“Over the Moon” Report (Mary Catherine Marco/Suzy Persons/Debi Lilly Springer (Co-Chairs))
· Laura introduced the team praising their early planning and a solid year of meetings, brainstorming and fundraising efforts that kicked off a successful event. 

· Year #2 of raising money with the goal of keeping teachers in the classroom. 
· 300+ attended the event.  No other CPS school offers such an inclusive outing (no charge to attend).   Amazing job of the HSA community rallying together.  Debi Lily thanked everyone because “it takes a village”.  We saved so much with the generous donations.  Approximately $260,000 raised (gross) with only $12,000 in costs. 

· Breakdown of money raised (approx.):  Paddle raise (50 families) $55k, Live Auction $41k, raffle $39k, Signature events $29k, teacher outings $13k, cash donations $13k, class projects $8k, draffle $5k, matching funds $5k.

· 30+ events are still open and will remain open until they take place or sell out.  Check them out on the PTA website.  

· Let neighborhood businesses know you are supporting them because you know they support Hawthorne and that it makes a difference.  Be sure and thank them too!
New Business

LSC Meeting on April 13 where 1 topic of discussion is the closed campus vs. open campus, allowing for a longer recess/lunch for the students. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am.  

The minutes were submitted by Lisa Turner.

