Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

April 14, 2010 Meeting

In attendance:  Amy Sieben, Karen Pulver, Mary Kate Fleming, Lourdes M. Lozano, Barb Lagattuta, Meher Owens, Susan Bernard, Santy Rivera, Karen Lewis, Karen Michaels, Karen Prince, Miriam Disman, Laura Durudogan, and Kristin Pillsbury
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  
Welcome and Presidents Report – Laura Durudogan

PTA Nominating Committee/Slate –For next year we have 4 open positions for PTA Executive Board.  
1. Vice President Fundraising – shared position and serve as a contact for all of fundraising committees.  
2. Vice President Committee Outreach – oversees Holiday party/Hospitality, and other community events.
3. Corresponding Secretary – takes minutes and publishes them for each PTA meeting. 
4. Treasurer – budget, etc.  
· Karen Pulver and Miriam Disman from Executive Board will work with one other person from the parent community to put a slate together.   If anyone is interested in a position, please let the Nominating Committee know. The PTA election will be held next month.
· These are serious times and we need serious people who would be interested in serving because there are going to be tough choices and decisions to be made this next year with the budget cuts.
Speaker Series – will be held this Saturday, April 17th.  It is about social responsibility.  DePaul University reps. will present their findings from a survey they conducted here at Hawthorne.  Please get the word out to other parents to try and attend.
Healthier Food Choices for CPS – Mike Quigley’s Initiative - He is starting a grassroots campaign to help improve nutrition in our schools.  They are looking for people in the area who would be interested in representing their school. If you are interested in this cause and want to represent Hawthorne, please let us know and/or contact Mike Quigley’s office for further details.
Arts Partnership (Photography Unit) – Alexa Prutch
Laura Durudogan introduced Alexa.  Alexa has been at Hawthorne for 4 years and with CPS for 8 years.  Anna Alvarado also told Laura that Alexa is an amazing soccer player!
· This year the 7th graders worked with Pulitzer Prize winning photographs. 

The 7th graders were shown photographs and then they picked a theme.  They then interpreted their theme with pictures they took themselves.  They also wrote about their photos and their theme. They really understood themes in their own writing after completing this unit. 

· An artist came in and talked about photography and meanings.  Each student developed their own photos.  All students had access to cameras if they did not have one of their own.  Some students did use disposable cameras.  A Parents’ Night was held where the students stood in front of their photo boards and explained their theme and photos.  They also showed the 4th to 8th graders their projects during school.

· Karen Lewis commented that her daughter and friends loved this project because it was free form with no rubric (except the writing piece). It really allowed the student to take ownership on the project. 

· Alexa stated that this was the most successful maiden project that they have done.

Treasurer’s Report – Holly Lane (Laura Durudogan gave update)
· We are awaiting the final numbers from the Auction. We did very well.
Speaker Series – Andrea Guthman

· Administration supports the topic. Last year the Speaker Series did Love and Logic. This year a DePaul Group conducted a survey as it relates to the social climate, character education and social responsibility here at Hawthorne.  This weekend the professor and students will present their findings for Hawthorne; compare Hawthorne to local schools: and compare Hawthorne to national data.

· This discussion will provide tips on how we can provide an environment that promotes social responsibility.

· We hope the discussion this weekend will be a spring board to continue the discussion with teachers, students, etc.

· The findings from this study will eventually be posted on our website.

Vice President Report -
· Teacher Luncheon – will be held next week during Report Card Pick Up Day. Lourdes Lozano family is donating all the flowers for the event.
· Paper Products Contacts/Suggestions – if anyone has a connection for “paper products” please let us know. The cost of paper products for luncheons adds up.

· Click – shop for Hawthorne on May 20th.  at Click, a shoe store on Southport.  A portion will go back to the school. Remember every little bit counts. 

· CAPE Fundraiser – will be held Thursday, May 6th. Please check the website for more details.

· Family Carnival- Please note the date change. The original date of June 13th is the cross town classic – Cubs vs. Sox at Wrigley, so we cannot hold the carnival that day.  We are going to postpone it until the fall and do a welcome back to school carnival.
· GRUDGE MATCH – teachers vs. students in volleyball.  Anna Alvarado’s idea is to have the entire school watch it then parlay it into a social event to be held in the spring.

· Second City Perform at Hawthorne? – Amy Sieben has a contact if someone would like to be in charge of this fundraiser.   The developing improv performers will come and perform a show and Hawthorne makes money for hosting it.

· Clean out your Closets for Hawthorne – Chyrsa Moster is collecting gently used children’s clothing that can be dropped off at Hawthorne.  The clothes will be sold and 60% of the sales will be given back to school. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am.  The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

