
Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes
Wednesday, October 12, 2011
In Attendance:  Beth Ruark, Jeff Meier, Laura Durudogan, Karen Michaels, Karen Pulver, Meher Owens, Miriam Disman, Suzy Persons, Mary Catherine Marco, Melissa Patterson, Chrysa Moster, Debi Lilly, Jill Webb, Joann Ori, Lourdes Lozano, Kristin Pillsbury, Susan Bernard, Lisa Turner, Donna Sagami, Karen Prince, Eileen Nevillo, Becca Walls, Amy Mullins, Chrisie Burke, Steph Taiber, Karen Lewis, Agnes Hong, Heather Elkins, Molly VanDermeid.
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.
Welcome and Introduction – Kristin Pillsbury
Teacher Feature – Lies Garner, Librarian
Expressed her excitement to be a part of the Hawthorne family.   Focused on teaching the children basic research skills.  With the younger students, Ms. Garner is focused basics such as author’s purpose and main idea of a story.  Dewey Decimal system is explained to 2nd/3rd graders along with citations.  Middle School students use all of these basic skills for research projects.   “Good Fit” books are emphasized.  These are books that the students find a connection with.  Also works on exposing our students to a variety of genres.  
Volunteers are needed to read a story, shelve books and help the students find their own “good fit” books.   Stop by any time or email Ms. Garner with times you can help.
Ms. Garner also emphasized that any reading is reading whether it’s Sports Illustrated for Kids, comics, etc.  Make sure your children see you read so they will follow your example.
President’s Report  - Kristin Pillsbury
· PTA Membership – parents are encouraged to complete the form and hand in to the office.
· Kindergarten Picnic – (Agnes Hong, Lourdes Lozano)Great success with lots of families and the new Hawthorne families really appreciated the welcome.
· Family Fun Fest (Susan Zelner, Julie Wilen) – Community spirit event that welcomed back Hawthorne families to the school.  More vendor participation and all gave a % of sales back to the school.  Family-oriented with field games, music, face painting, dunk tank and carnival games.
· Innisbrook Fundraiser (Peggy Maisel) – New online process, deadline extended to week of October 17.  Earned $12,000 to date and 136 families participated.  Wrapping paper and gifts will be available on report card pick up day. 
Treasurer’s Report – Jeff Meier and Kim Cavitt
Use new simple form to classify per line items in budget.  Available in the office and on the PTA website.   Jeff asked that original receipts be submitted.
Vice President’s Reports
· Debbie Lily and Joann Ori (Fundraising)
· Walk-a-thon (Karen Prince and Suzanne Kaplan) is scheduled for Oct 17 & 18 and emphasized this is a fundraiser.  Extra plus is that it’s a healthy activity and outside.  Everybody, every grade walks and there are themes for all ages.  Cupcakes for all walkers and Windy City Sweets will bring an ice cream social to the winning grade, with the winning fundraiser receiving a gift certificate to Converse “design your own shoe”.  Raise $30 to win an official Walkathon t-shirt.
· Spring Fundraiser (Co-Chairs Heather Cannon, Rebecca Eichenlaub and Debi Lilly) will be held on March 16th at Architectural Artifacts.  Theme for this year is “Imagine” which aligns with Mrs. Alvarado’s Imagine the Possibilities of what Hawthorne can do.  Solicitation letters going out shortly.  Send suggestions of businesses to solicit to the Co-chairs, or leave in the office.
· Barnes and Noble (JoAnn Ori) on Dec 1st. New this year will be 20% of Potbelly donating back so have lunch/dinner and buy your holiday gifts.  Ms. Garner will provide a list of books our library needs.  Teachers will again hold story times throughout the day.
· Patti Harris (Education)
· SEL/Speaker Series (Susan Ford, Harmeen Ahuja, Andrea Guthmann, Patti Harris) Olweus Program of bullying prevention is funded by a grant received. Mrs. Alvarado, Mrs. Feaman and teachers will go through training.  Middle school students will have weekly classroom meetings during lunch.  New Buddy program is making the transition easier for new Hawthorne families with the connection to an existing family.
· Grants (Eileen Neville) Applying for Target Corp grants for field trips also those for increased arts & culture in the classroom and early education reading.
· Arts Partnership (Melissa Patterson and Stephanie Taiber) –Showcases are how all the elements of learning are integrated, reminding us these much more than a performance.  Received an IL Arts Council grant of $6,500 which is greatly needed for these programs.   Check out the mosaic outside the auditorium which was recently completed.
· Directory (Amy Sieben) is nearing completion and will be delivered to each family soon.
· Meher Owens (Community Outreach)
· Community Service (Andrea Guthmann) – On Columbus Day, successful outing to Three Brothers Garden with many grades represented.  Stay tuned for other opportunities to “give back” with Hawthorne throughout the year.
· Kindergarten Tours (Lordes Lozano, Mary Catherine Marco) are held on Wednesdays, start at 9:15 and done by 10:15.  Need 5-6 volunteers for each tour.  Easy to do –share what makes Hawthorne special to you.
· Newsletter (Debra Swan, Meighan Depke and Karen Michaels) – will be available at report card pick up on November 16.
New Business
Fundraisers & Local Support include:
· Homemade Pizza Company will host a Hawthorne day “Raise Some Dough” on Tuesday Nov 8, donating $5 back on all large pizzas, $2 back for salads and $1 for desserts purchased that day between 3 and 8 pm.  Southport location only.  
· Quiroga’s Plus Car Wash – Southport and Addison will give 20% back to Hawthorne when you write “Hawthorne” on the back of your receipt when paying.
· Shop Roscoe Village –was a great success and a check will be coming back to Hawthorne for the purchases that day.
· Good Food Project by Susan Taylor and Mariano’s – scholarship will cover an event for 4th and 5th graders to teach “fresh eating” with fresh fruit sampling.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am.  

The minutes were taken and written by Lisa Turner.


