Hawthorne Scholastic Academy PTA Minutes

May 12, 2010 Meeting
In attendance:  Stephanie Taiber, Debi Lilly Springer, Molly VanDerMeid, Elizabeth Kennebrew, Lisa Rosen, Natalie Sheedy, Barb Lagattuta, Karen Prince, Karen Michaels, Eric Michaels, Susan Ford, Mary Becker Othman, Chris Andersen, Harmeen Ahuya, JoAnn Ori, Jeff Meier, Jennifer Rockhold, Lorrie Marks, Karen Pulver, Meher Owens, Mignon Fulton, Holly Lane,  Amy Sieben, Susan Bernard, Allison Kritikos, Liz Mills, Lisa Turner, Mary Calkins, Mary Catherine Marco, Miriam Disman, Melissa Patterson, Laura Durudogan, Kristin Pillsbury
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  

Welcome and Introduction – Laura Durudogan

Arts Partnership/ Science Curriculum– Amy Lenz
Laura Durudogan introduced the guest speaker today – Amy Lenz.  She is a 4th grade teacher.  This is her second year at Hawthorne.  Amy is responsible for the Arts Partnership/Science Curriculum.  

· Science Committee Member 
· Healthy Choice Week.  This year is the first time this event was held at Hawthorne.  Physical and mental health, along with person hygiene was discussed with the students.  They also performed the President’s Fitness Test. They discussed good decision making and how to make nutritious choices.   The PTA sponsored a fruit and salad bar on the last day for the students.  The students performed skits where they acted out how to make good choices on the playground and in school.   They also discussed making personal and family goals for themselves. 
· Earth Day.  Last year the students went to see the movie Earth.  This year Amy decided to focus more locally. The kindergarteners thru 3rd graders did a Hawthorne clean-up.  The 1st and 4th graders wrote environmental pledges and posted them around school.  Some were written in chalk on the side walk outside school.  The 2nd and 5th graders did a neighborhood clean-up.  The kindergarteners and the 8th graders went on an eco hunt together.   The 6th and 7th graders went on a field trip to Morton Arboretum.  The school was also decorated with posters with tips like “turn off the lights” etc.  On Earth Day the lights were turned off for an hour to honor Earth Day.  Last year, Mayor Daley planted a tree. This year Amy got Alderman Tom Tunney to donate a tree. The Tulip Tree was planted in the southwest corner of the school.    The 8th graders paired up with the kindergartners (kindergartners did their showcase on trees) Together they wrote how one tree makes a difference on green ribbons and hung the ribbons around the school on the trees. 
· Curriculum Mapping for Science.  Amy is working with the other teachers to recognize gaps and overlaps within the science curriculum. They are having a meeting the first week in June to address these issues and revisit the scope and sequencing of the science program.
· Arts Partnership/ 4th grade Showcase

· Purpose - linking reading/writing to the fine arts standards.  She implemented the Understanding by Design to maximize student learning.  The teacher and the artist work together to develop the process and the outcomes.
·  Process - This year the 4th grade students used their own words and tied it to drama.  Some themes they discussed were survival, relationships, humor, and hope.  They also conducted journal writing where each student had 19 entries with pictures using the themes they discussed in class.  They also had expository essays where they discussed 3 things they would bring from home that they treasured.  Finally, they focused on character development on and off the stage and discussed internal/external characteristics of the actors in the dramas.
Presidents Report – Laura Durudogan

PTA Nominating Committee/New Slate –Karen Pulver, Miriam Disman and Mary Catherine Marco have put together this slate for next year’s PTA Executive Board.  
1. Vice President Fundraising – JoAnn Ori.  
2. Vice President Committee Outreach – Meher Owens
3. Corresponding Secretary – Lisa Turner 
4. Treasurer – Jeff Meier
5.  Assistant Treasurer – Kim Cavitt  
6. Tech Role – Amy Sieben
· Holly Lane suggested dividing up the responsibilities of the treasurer between two people.  Moving forward these responsibilities will be sorted out.  Laura wants to thank Holly Lane, Amy Seiben, Mary Kate Fleming, Barb Lagattuta, and Kristin Pillsbury for their excellent job over the last 2 years with the PTA.  
PTA Committee List for 2010- 2011 – We are compiling a list of committee chairs. We are in the process of asking current chairs if they wish to continue their roles next year.  For those that don’t, we are looking for new people to step forward and chair these areas.  If you would like to chair a committee or know someone who could help, please let us know. 

State Funding for Education – Laura has been in communication with Anna Alvarado and Linda Feaman and is going to share their message about next year.  A few weeks ago the schools received their budgets for next year, but the schools are not supposed to share it with the teachers and community at this time.  The cuts in the budget are based on a very complicated process based on student population, tenure, full and part-time positions, etc.  Looking at Hawthorne’s PTA Budget, we thought we would be $30,000 in the red, but we have $86,000 profit. The PTA actually made money this year.  This the first time in many years, we are positive, but we did a lot of cutting over the last year and have been operating very lean. 

· The legislators left Springfield without a budget but will be meeting in a few weeks. The legislators don’t want to cut education, but they may come up with band aid solutions, so next year we may not dodge a bullet. 

· LSC controls the school budget at Hawthorne. As you know, our funding has been decreasing since the number of free and reduced lunch students has decreased.

· We do know the following for next year:
· We will have Busing for next year

· We will have Full Day Kindergarten

· We don’t envision 37 in a class. 

· All news about school/teachers will come from CPS to the teachers and they would be notified in June. 

· No PTA budget has been set for next year. We are still awaiting the final numbers from the Auction.   We will still be operating on a lean budget and will focus on curriculum based items.  As a result of all the fundraising work the PTA has done in the last few years, we are very fortunate to be able to fund our programs. 
·  If you want teachers and programming to stay, we have to have donations.  We are looking into a way a family can donate via automatic withdrawal for next year.   That way a family can donate $20 a month or any amount a family wishes.  Eric Michaels is looking into the feasibility of this process.   Also, people need to check with their companies for any “matching program” they have for schools.  

· Community Support/Partnerships. On the PTA Website, we are putting business logos and thanking them for any donations they make (food, beverage, etc.) to our school.
· We are open to all suggestions for ways to raise money.  A suggestion for a movie night and selling popcorn/water was offered.
· PARKING LOT – Eric Michaels has been researching this issue for a year. In the past, Hawthorne had 10 days where we did not need to get a permit in order to sell parking spots. This is no longer true. CPS took it away.  Eric had a meeting at CPS and they blocked any chance of the PTA getting money from selling spots in the parking lot. Currently, CPS is looking at all contracts that individual schools have and may want to renegotiate the contracts so money goes directly to CPS pool and not the individual schools. So at this time, the parking lot does not look like a money generator. 

Treasurer’s Report – Holly Lane 
           The Auction/ Raffle/ Donations to date netted about $230,000, approximately $50,000 more than budgeted.  This was an amazing school wide effort from everyone.
Vice President Reports -
· Miriam Disman-   

· Thank you to Sheila Schultz and all her hard work with Arts Partnership.  We want to acknowledge her for all her work in developing this program and getting the funding for it for the past decade.
· Ad Sales for the Calendar will be on sale on-line. Last year the calendar made $5,000 net. This year business ads are being added in a back section. They are still offering family ads. Place an ad today.
·  A Fundraising Menu will be sent out for next year.  You can pick and choose from different fundraising options or you can just write one check.   This menu plan is created so there is something for everyone. 

· Speaker Series – May 18th at 6:30 pm at school is the following up to the Speaker Series.  We are organizing a committee for Social Emotional Learning (SEL). The survey results that showed the emotional health at Hawthorne will be presented.  Dr. Mason will be there on Tuesday night to answer any questions you have about the survey.  This is an administration lead effort and Anna and Linda also want this to be in the programming and curriculum starting in kindergarten.  
Old Business
· Children’s Clothing Drive – Charisa Moster ran this event and it was the first time it was held. We thank her for her hard work.  The event made several hundred dollars for the PTA.  This amount pays for a teacher’s appreciation luncheon.
New Business

· Heart Show Products – pick up will be at school starting next week. Any questions contact Debi Lilly.
· Click – shop for Hawthorne on May 20th.  Click is a shoe store on Southport.  A portion will go back to the school.  Remember every little bit counts. 

· Bashilicious – a fundraiser for school will be held May 22.  It is a 70s party and hopefully you received the information with the details on the PTA email.
· Anthony’s Ice Cream for Hawthorne – June 15th from 3-7pm.  A portion of the proceeds will be given back to Hawthorne. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am.  
The minutes were taken and written by Kristin Pillsbury.

