HAWTHORNE SCHOLASTIC ACADEMY

 PTA

Dear Hawthorne Parents, Teachers and Staff:

PTA fundraising efforts are always evident throughout the school.  However, last year we quickly found ourselves in unchartered territory.  As the CPS budget crisis took center stage in the media, Hawthorne braced itself for position cuts that would threaten our classrooms and our ability to provide the same level of academic excellence for our students. Not surprising, the Hawthorne community found this completely unacceptable. So we set out together on a collective mission to “keep Hawthorne whole”.  The PTA operated on an extremely lean budget and yet continued to provide the school with the technology, supplies, academic support and community programming that both enhance and strengthen our curriculum.  Sadly, this would not be enough. We also needed to find a way to protect and preserve our most valued resource…our teaching staff.  We increased our fundraising efforts and once again asked for everyone’s support.  The end result speaks for itself.  When the doors open on September 7th, you will find all the familiar faces in the classrooms.  With PTA monies, we successfully funded salaries, benefits and pension for several teaching positions.  This is a tremendous accomplishment and one that directly benefits our children.

Below is a list of additional school needs that will be funded by the PTA this year with money raised in 2009-2010: 

· Additional Elmos

· Licensing of Study Island and HSA Website

· Additional LCD Projectors and Laptops

· Listening Centers for Primary Classrooms

· Instructional Resources

· Ongoing Staff Development for Curriculum Mapping 

· Junior High Dances

· Curriculum Mapping Software

· Materials for the Illinois Writing Project

(over)

Hawthorne’s immediate future is very bright.  We did our job to safeguard this academic year.  However, the battle is far from over.  The issues surrounding the CPS budget cuts are alive and well with no obvious solution(s) in sight.  Unfortunately, we will likely be facing a similar funding gap next year for teaching positions.  We cannot control the state and local government, but we can continue to take care of each other to the best of our ability.  So we will fundraise…a little bit at a time over the next 9 months. We will solicit the help and support of our parents, teachers, staff, friends and business community to achieve our goals.  

It is our hope to create a year-long fundraising menu. You choose what you want to support.  Some may want to purchase a school calendar or Affy Tapples.  Others may want to donate directly to the school. We want you to have choices because we appreciate that not everything appeals to everyone. There is no “one” way or “right” way…there is simply a demonstrated need.  Please understand that there is no pressure to support every fundraising initiative.  Each family does what it can for the school and we are very grateful   Support also comes in the form of volunteering.  Therefore, many will also choose to give their time to committees, to the classrooms, etc. We greatly value this help as well. Our families continue to provide the PTA with their gifts of time, talent and financial support.  The Hawthorne students are the beneficiaries of this generosity.

You will find your PTA Membership Form in your Back-to-School packet.  We encourage everyone to be a member this year!  We need your volunteer support and your ideas as we begin a new academic year.  

I wish you a happy and healthy school year!

With much gratitude and appreciation, 

Laura Durudogan

PTA President
HAWTHORNE  SCHOLASTIC ACADEMY  PTA   

3319 N. CLIFTON AVENUE / CHICAGO, IL  60657

