
Exceeds category. And while 

intensifying the academics, we also 

recognize the need to build strong 

character in a positive school culture 

that demonstrates a deep sense of 

respect for each of its member. This 

sounds like a pretty ambitious task, 

but I have confidence in the power 

of the partnership among our 

teachers, administration, parents, 

and students in getting the job done. 

Is it too great a stretch to imagine 

our school as a hero?  When it comes 

to saving the future of our children, 

Hawthorne stands tall and bows to 

no one.  

By Anna Alvarado, Principal 

If Hawthorne Scholastic Academy 

were the protagonist of a novel, it 

would be the embodiment of all 

great heroes and heroines---

innovative, resilient, selfless, defying 

all odds, denying defeat.  After the 

events of these past few weeks, 

fraught with fiscal uncertainty and 

budgetary challenges, my respect for 

our school is boundless.  When faced 

with the financial crisis that has seen 

other school systems around the 

State crumple, we have come 

together as a family to answer the 

challenge.  All of us contributed to 

make our annual auction/raffle, 

Heart to Heart, a resounding success 

on all levels.  Rather than sit around 

and wonder what the future will 

bring, we have worked together as a 

family to lay the foundation for the 

2010-11 school year. Our school 

community demonstrated its 

resilience, even amongst our student 

body. I am thankful to each student 

from kindergarten through eighth 

grade who contributed to the cause 

of preserving our ability to continue 

to invest in good public education. 

Congratulations to the members of 

the Class of 2010 for their 

acceptance at the various Selective 

High School, Private, Neighborhood 

Program and IB and/or Honors. I 

ÕÒÇÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÅÉÇÈÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅÒ ÔÏ ȰËÅÅÐ 

ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÙÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÚÅȱȟ ÁÎÄ 

continue to put forth their best 

effort in academics, work ethics, and 

behavior. 

The partnership between the faculty 

and parents and community 

members has played a significant 

role in the development of the 

School Improvement Plan for the 

next two years. The finalization of 

the document includes the ongoing 

task of moving students who are 

meeting State Standards to the 

0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌȭÓ 0ÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ 

Message from the Assistant Principal 

By Linda Feaman, Assistant Principal 

Ȱ#ÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÉÔÓ 
splendor  
All its birds and all its blossoms,  
All its flowers, and leaves, and 
ÇÒÁÓÓÅÓȢȱ 
- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow    

As the spring season descends upon 

us I cannot help but notice the first 

harbingers of spring in our very own 

Hawthorne backyard.  The hard work 

and fun of planting done by Ms. Pitts 

and a host of students in the fall, 

annually provides us with the first 

glorious springtime flowers.   

Spring also means a new sports 

season.  Girls 5/6 and 7/8 grade 

soccer teams have been selected as 

×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ Á ΩȾΪ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÂÏÙÓȭ ÖÏÌÌÅÙÂÁÌÌ 

team.  I would be remiss if I did not 

thank all of the coaches who have 

provided their time, energies and 

mentoring to our Hawthorne 

ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÐÏÒÔÓ ÔÅÁÍÓȢ  

The dedication, commitment and 

discipline requisite to be competitive 

and successful on the sports field, 

transcends to the classroom and to 

ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÅÎÄÅÁÖÏÒÓȢ   

Another sure sign of spring is the 

annual School Improvement 

Planning phase, which puts into 

writing, our intentions for the next 

school year.  Several parents, 

community members and teachers 

ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 3)0Ⱦ!!! 

Sunday.  The teachers and 

admin i s t ra t ion  have  me t 

continuously throughout the school 

(Continued on page 2) 
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By Laura Durudogan,  

PTA President 

 As we head into the final academic 

quarter, I reflect on all of the 

wonderful community programming 

and fundraising initiatives that have 

been accomplished this year.  

Hawthorne is blessed with hundreds 

of parent volunteers who step up to 

the plate regularly and lend support 

in the classrooms, on field trips and 

on countless committees.   Our 

volunteers continue to give their 

time, talent and endless energy to 

Hawthorne and we all benefit from 

their generous and caring spirit.    

It is also at this time when we begin 

to focus on our agenda for next 

year.  Once again, it will take many 

helping hands to make it all work!  

7Å ÈÁÖÅ Á Ȱ+ÉÎÄÅÒÇÁÒÔÅÎȾ

.Å×ÃÏÍÅÒÓȱ ÐÉÃÎÉÃ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎȣ

ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÔÏÕÒÓ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅȣÁ 

ÆÁÌÌ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÃÁÒÎÉÖÁÌ ÔÏ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅȣÁ 

3ÐÅÁËÅÒ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ ÔÏÐÉÃ ÔÏ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅȣ

Á ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÔÏ ÒÕÎȣÁ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ 

ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅȣÁ ÇÒÁÎÔ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÔÏ 

ÆÏÒÍȣ0ÉÃÔÕÒÅ 0ÅÒÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÆÆȣÁÎÄ 

that is only the tip of the iceberg!  

We will also once again embrace and 

support our fall Walk-a-thon and 

Spring Fundraiser with many smaller 

fundraising initiatives in between.  It 

truly takes an army of volunteers to 

ensure the success of all of our PTA 

programming.  So let the recruiting 

begin now! 

We are always looking for new faces, 

new voices, new ideas and new 

leadership while still maintaining, 

nurturing and appreciating our 

seasoned volunteers who provide 

valuable guidance and momentum.  

In essence, we would love to find a 

reason for each of you to connect 

meaningfully with the school.  The 

volunteer opportunities are endless 

and varied in scope and time 

commitment.  The list of committees 

and needs are always posted on the 

P T A  w e b s i t e 

(Hawthorneacadpta.org).  Please 

ÔÁËÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔȣ) 

would love to hear from you. 

Finally, we will have 4 open positions 

on the PTA Executive Board for next 

year (Vice Presidents of Fundraising, 

Vice President of Outreach, 

Treasurer and Recording Secretary). 

Each position is a 2-year term.  If you 

are interested in learning more 

about any of these openings, please 

c o n t a c t  K a r e n  P u l v e r 

(karenpulver@yahoo.com) or 

M i r i a m  D i s m a n 

(dismaneager@yahoo.com). 

in as well. Now, the actual project 

and work that got me to science fair 

×ÁÓ ÍÙ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ Ȭ7ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ 

Effects of Bioremediation and 

Phy to remed ia t i on  on  Oi l 

#ÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÏÉÌÓȩȭ  ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

title may confuse you, but all it was 

about was whether or not plants and 

organisms could clean soil with 

diesel inside and which of the two 

had a better effect in the end. As city 

(Éȟ )ȭÍ 0ÁÔÒÉÃË !ÎÄÒÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

reason I am writing this is because I 

was in the Chicago City Science Fair 

representing our school Hawthorne. 

Being at the science fair was a great 

opportunity for me to show off my 

project and our school. Not only was 

it an opportunity, but it was a lot of 

fun to explore the different projects 

and categories of science that so 

many other students are interested 

science fair was at its last day, I had 

ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ ÆÕÎȟ ÂÕÔ ) ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 

make it to state Science Fair. With 

this all said and done, I am very 

happy that my work had given me 

the chance to embrace something 

that is completely new to me in 

every way and I was able to make it 

this far. 

Meaningful Connection 

 Patrick AndradeɂAll City Science Fair Winner! 

Message from the Assistant Principal 

The annual spring PTA Auction is 

evidence of the commitment of our 

Hawthorne parent body to providing 

the extra funding needed to 

continue in our efforts to make 

Hawthorne one of the best schools 

in the state.  The event was truly an 

evening to be remembered, both for 

the camaraderie and spirit of 

community, as well as for the 

evidence of commitment of our PTA 

and all of our parents, to ensuring a 

fiscally sound basis for keeping the 

quality of education at Hawthorne at 

its highest level possible.   

As we move into the last quarter of 

the school year it is important to 

remember that our work is not done.  

There is still much to be 

accomplished and we need to 

recommit ourselves to a strong 

finish.   

Ȱ5ÎÌÅÓÓ Á ÔÒÅÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÏÒÎÅ ÂÌÏÓÓÏÍÓ ÉÎ 

spring, you will vainly look for fruit 

on it in autumn."  - Walter Scott 

year as well, to analyze data,  

evaluate programs, consider new 

initiatives and decide how best to 

meet the needs of our Hawthorne 

ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÂÏÄÙȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÂÕÄÇÅÔÁÒÙ 

phase promises to be daunting with 

all of the projected monetary 

shortfalls.  However, we remain 

committed to providing for 

excellence in education whatever 

the challenges set before us. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ȱ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÄ 

not so much in words as in 

ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 

Harold S. Geneen 

Thank you for your 

leadership, your attitude 

and your actions! 
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are as efficient as chemical 

dispersants at removing oil and 

actually turn oil into hydrocarbons 

and other fatty acids that sea life can 

use as nutrients. They literally turn 

toxic oily materials into nourishment 

for fish. While oil-eating bacteria are 

not as effective in freezing cold 

ocean temperatures, they are very 

efficient in fresh water lakes and 

more moderate ocean areas.  

For my experiment, I had three test 

tubes. One contained water from 

Lake Michigan, motor oil, and a 

chemical dispersant. A second test 

tube contained water from Lake 

Michigan, motor oil, and oil eating 

bacteria. The third test tube was a 

control tube containing just water 

from Lake Michigan and oil. I also 

Every single year, 700 million gallons 

ÏÆ ÏÉÌ ÓÐÉÌÌ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁËÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

oceans. For my science fair project, I 

wanted to know how we are 

working to clean up that oil. What I 

found in my research was that 

scientists primarily use two things to 

clean up oil: chemical dispersants 

and oil eating bacteria. After doing 

some research into chemical 

dispersants, I found that they are 

similar in composition to bleach, and 

have been shown to kill ocean 

wildlife and coral reefs. While they 

are effective at cleaning up oil spills, 

their aftereffects can be as bad for 

the environment as the original oil 

ÓÐÉÌÌȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ 

almost as harmful as the disease. Oil 

eating bacteria, on the other hand 

performed this test with three more 

test tubes with crude oil instead of 

motor oil. To make my results as 

accurate as possible, I shook the test 

tubes 3 times a day to simulate 

natural wind and water currents.  

My experiment led me to think of 

the reality show Survivor. In that 

show, one contestant is voted off 

every week. If we were to think of 

every species on earth as 

contestants, then humans probably 

would be voted off for arrogantly 

causing pollution and destroying 

environments. However, if we start 

taking better care of our planet by 

choosing to use things like natural oil 

eating bacteria, then maybe, just 

maybe, we can stay on this show 

that is Life. 

Eleanor MusikɂAll City Science Fair Winner! 

germ-free, and eating right.  We 

explored the impact these healthy 

habits have on our bodies, in and 

out.   

Hawthorne kids of all ages also 

learned how essential a sound mind 

is to being healthy.  Classes took 

time to learn how to deal with our 

varying emotions and how to treat 

others and ourselves, in order to 

build self-esteem.  As a grand finale 

to our healthy week, we offered our 

students a nutritious fresh fruit salad 

bar during lunchtime.   

Thank you to the very generous 

parents who worked with our 

Science Committee teachers to make 

this salad bar possible:  Suzy 

Persons, Mary Catherine Marco, Debi 

Lily Springer, Peggy Maisel, Chrysa 

Moster, and Leah Hamilton.  These 

lovely ladies not only served fruit to 

all the kids, but donated and 

prepared each of the delicious 

choices as well!  Thank you again and 

again for your support and 

generosity.  We hope that all parents 

are reinforcing our efforts by 

sending your children to school with 

healthy lunches and snacks. 

By Kait Whitworth 
 
Hawthorne had its first ever Healthy 

Choices Week March 8 -12.  All 

students were exposed to many 

aspects of good health during 

science classes this week.  Each day 

was centered around a new focus 

school-wide:  Physical health, Mental 

Health, Personal Hygiene, Good 

Decision Making, and Nutritious 

Choices.  Our active students were 

also participating in Presidential 

Fitness during their Gym Class.  

Students learned the importance of 

getting exercise, staying clean and 
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